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The GAME OF THRONES FINALE and 
Why Sometimes The RIGHT Story 
ISN’T the Story Fans Want to Hear 
As someone who only recently got into Game of Thrones, it is far easier 
for me to take an objective look at the series than longtime fans, who 
are currently in uproar over certain turns the series took. While I too 
am somewhat disappointed in the ending, I found solace in the fact that 
I guessed at least part of it correctly (Jon killing Dany after she goes 
Mad Queen to fulfill the Azor Ahai prophecy). If you’d like to read my 
full ending, you can check it out in Issue No. 33 of THE PURITAN POST.

Some  fans  argued  that  Daenerys’  transformation  into  The  Mad  Queen 
happened  too  quickly.  Similarly,  many  argued  that  Jaime’s  return  to 
Cersei came out of the blue as well. I completely disagree on both 
counts. For as long as we remember Dany, she has been threatening to 
burn cities to the ground as well as anyone who stands in her path.   
Scenes such as in Season Two with the Spice Merchant or in Season Seven 
with the Tarleys indicate such. Similarly, for seven seasons Jaime is 
constantly  returning  to  King’s  Landing  to  protect  Cersei  and  their 
incest babies, no matter how much we all wish he could be with Brienne.

While I felt complaining fans had jumped the gun in lambasting the first 
few episodes of the season, I agree to an extent that the conclusion was 
somewhat disappointing. You can probably count on Jaime Lannister’s hand 
the  people  who  actually  wanted  the  kid  infatuated  with  wheel  chair 
history to be king. The bittersweet reality is that in a show where 
everyone schemes and kills for The Throne, it is quite fitting for the 
person who actually gets it to be someone who doesn’t “want… anymore”. 
In fact, Varys foreshadowed this earlier this season talking to Tyrion.

The reality is, it’s an understatement to say that often times in life, 
things don’t work out the way we want them to. Sufficed to say, despite 
all the magic and dragons, Game of Thrones concluded in a way that was 
rather true-to-life, staying loyal to both the series and its source 
material. In a show where Ned got beheaded by Joffrey; where The Starks 
were slaughtered at a wedding; if you thought Game of Thrones would end 
happily, to quote Ramsey Bolton, “You haven’t been paying attention”. I 
actually see why the show’s creators had the audacity to compare their 
finale to that of Breaking Bad, because, while Thrones didn’t nearly 
have the same universality in its ending, it did succeed in capturing 
Breaking Bad’s uniquely realist approach  toward concluding a series. It 
reminded me of How I Met Your Mother in terms of a realistic ending that 
worked for the story, but left much of its audience feeling frustrated.

I’ll finish by saying that the Game of Thrones fans who petitioned for 
HBO to remake season eight were totally out of line. Just because you 
were dissatisfied with a story’s ending doesn’t mean it wasn’t the right 
ending for said story. Objectively speaking, one can’t tell an artist to 
make their own art better than they can. It’s absolutely preposterous 
and precisely the reason why I’m such a staunch George Lucas supporter. 
With  that  said,  I  totally  know  that  my  ending  would  have  been  way 
better. I know it, D&D know it, and surely George R.R. Martin knows it.
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This Week on TV 

Chernobyl (HBO)  
 
Now  Game  of  Thrones  is  finished 
(that is, until the already green-
lit  prequel  is  released),  HBO  is 
now  turning  its  attention  to  new 
programming like Chernobyl, a show 
about the aftermath of the infamous 
1986 explosion of a nuclear pow in 
Ukraine. While it is definitely on 
the slower side, Chernobyl has an 
excellent cast and is well shot for 
the most part. However, like Game 
of Thrones’ “Long Night” episode, 
you may need to watch this show in 
a  dark  room  to  see  it  properly. 
While a pretty fascinating subject 
matter and setting, I don’t know if 
Chernobyl has the staying power HBO 
needs after the loss of Thrones. 

Also This Week on TV 

Extremely  Wicked,  Shockingly 
Evil and Vile (Netflix)  
 
Netflix recently released a movie 
about serial killer Ted Bundy. What 
makes this movie uniquely different 
than most other movies about serial 
killers is shockingly that there’s 
no real killing. Rather, Extremely 
Wicked, Shockingly Evil and Vile is 
an intimate character study about a 
murderous  psychopath,  and  at  its 
core, a simple love story. I never 
thought  I  would  write  this,  but 
Zach Efron gives the performance of 
his career here as Ted Bundy. Efron 
is actually the perfect casting for 
a charismatic serial killer who so 
infamously managed to charm a great 
deal  of  his  trial’s  spectators. 
With Netflix content lacking as of 
late, Extremely Wicked, Shockingly 
Evil and Vile is worth a watch.

Director Spotlight:  
Michael Haneke  

Birth: 3/23/1942 Munich, Germany  
Notable Works: Funny Games, Cache, 
The White Ribbon, Amour, Happy End  
Fun Facts: Rarely uses music in his 
movies and when he does, it is 
never traditional film score  
-Fluent in French, English & German
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