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THE PURITAN POST'S IV Weeks of 
H A L L O W E E N , W e e k I V : 
HALLOWEEN (2018) 
For the first time in our short history of THE PURITAN POST, I will be 
reviewing a new release, David Gordon Green’s “requel” Halloween! You 
must be saying to yourself, “Gee Hank, I’m so glad that that cheapskate 
Pat Collier finally decided to spring for you to go to a movie”. Well, 
my loyal readers, he finally did, or rather, he sort of did.

This guy bought me a ten dollar AMC gift card. At first I didn’t mind 
too much. While ten dollars wouldn’t be able to afford both me and my 
lovely wife Prudence a ticket, it should’ve at least gotten old Hank 
one. Well not in the city of Los Angeles. Even a morning showing at the 
local AMC theater cost an absurd twelve dollars a ticket. But I digress.

Once I procured said ticket, I couldn’t complain. For Halloween is not 
only one of my favorite movie franchises of all time, but this Halloween 
marks a remarkable culmination for two friends, Danny McBride and David 
Gordon Green, who I believe to be two of the most underrated talents in 
Hollywood.  Their  careers  date  back  to  college  where  they  together 
attended North Carolina School of the Arts. McBride’s first feature film 
role was in Green’s second movie, All the Real Girls and they’ve been an 
unstoppable duo ever since, be it with “Eastbound and Down”, Pineapple 
Express, or here. Halloween marks another extraordinary culmination for 
two other artists, John Carpenter and Jamie Lee Curtis, who changed both 
Horror and film industry forever 40 years ago. Both Jamie and John are  
at  their  best  here,  her  in  a  career  performance  and  him  with  an 
incredible new take on the score he did with son Cody and Daniel Davies. 

I was admittedly skeptical going into this movie. The whole concept of a 
“requel” was one I needed to be sold on. Halloween actually has some of 
the better sequels of any Horror franchise (see Issue No. 13 on  my 
favorite, Halloween III: Season of the Witch), so I was reluctant when 
they were to be negated in the context of this film. That said, David 
Gordon Green and Danny McBride do a fantastic job of staying loyal to 
the source material whilst still being original. Halloween manages to be 
nostalgic, while not going overboard and becoming The Force Awakens.  It 
has some scary moments but majority of the flick is pure slasher fun. 
David Gordon Green is at his very best here, capturing the original 
film’s tone perfectly in a way majority of the sequels have not. Green’s 
Halloween may also very well be the most well shot Horror movie of all 
time, with stunning work by "Vice Principals” D.P. Michael Simmonds.

The flick is not without flaws. The ending was a disappointment. It 
seemed there may have been some studio intervention in order to push the 
idea of a potential sequel.  Also, the mask was too “Rob Zombie-esque” 
for my taste. That said, Halloween is the best Halloween in some time. 
While it still can’t touch the unadulterated, creative madness that is 
Halloween III: Season of the Witch, David Gordon Green’s Halloween is 
right up there at the top in the pantheon of Halloween movies.
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This Week on Home Video 

MANDY (2018)  
 
Nicolas  Cage  is  an  international 
treasure. Movies where Nic Cage is 
able to flex his acting muscles and 
prove  to  doubters  he  is  actually 
talented  are  always  films  worth 
watching.  Mandy  is  one  of  those 
movies.  About  a  lumberjack  named 
Red (Cage), who exacts revenge on 
an evil cult called “The Children 
of the New Dawn” when they kidnap 
and murder Red’s girlfriend, Mandy, 
with the help of a demonic biker 
gang called "The Black Skulls”. The 
world-building in this psychedelic 
horrifying  trip  of  a  flick  is 
fantastic, but by far the movie’s 
outstanding highlight is its mind-
blowing, next-level cinematography.

This Week on TV 

Into The Dark: The Body (Hulu)  
 
Earlier this month, Hulu debuted a 
Horror  anthology  series  with 
Blumhouse entitled “Into the Dark”. 
The  series  is  individual  feature 
length horror stories set around a 
different major holiday. The first 
story  for  Halloween  called  “The 
Body”  is  about  a  British  hitman 
who, whilst transporting a corpse 
on Halloween, ends up at a party 
hosted by Latino Ben Stiller from 
Meet  the  Fockers.  The  movie,  or 
episode rather, has its moments of 
tongue-in-cheek  humor  and  fun 
slasher violence, but overall isn’t 
great.  That  said,  I  think  the 
concept  of  “Into  the  Dark”  is 
promising  and  I  look  forward  to 
what  the  next  Thanksgiving-themed 
episode brings on November 2nd.

Director Spotlight:  
Wes Craven  

Birth: 8/2/1939 
Cleveland, Ohio  
Death: 8/30/15, Los Angeles  
Notable Works: The Hills Have Eyes 
The Last House on the Left, Red Eye 
A Nightmare on Elm Street, Scream, 
Scream 2, Scream 3, Scream 4  
Fun Fact: Made a documentary about 
Bill Clinton’s final days in office
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