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The Top Ten Greatest VIRUS 
OUTBREAK Movies of All Time  
The Corona Virus has taken the the country and the world by storm. The 
South by Southwest film festival has been canceled, sporting events are 
being played without fans in attendance, bottles of Purell are going for 
500 dollars on Ebay, and the stock market is crashing. So I figured, 
what better time to rank the top ten virus outbreak movies ever made. 

10. I am Legend (2007)

This is actually the second adaptation of Richard Matheson’s 1954 novel 
of the same name, and this version spent decades in development changing 
writers, directors and stars before ultimately landing on Will Smith.

9. Children of Men (2006)  
This movie reinvented the outbreak flick by making the story one about a 
spread of infertility which has equally grave ramifications as other 
viruses on this list. Also renowned for its spectacular tracking shots.

8. The Seventh Seal (1957)  
The film world lost a legend Sunday with the passing of Max von Sydow.   
This iconic Ingmar Bergman classic first made von Sydow famous as a man 
playing chess against Death personified during the bubonic plague.

7. Outbreak (1995)  
Wolfgang  Peterson’s  epic  disaster  film  about  military  scientists 
combating a deadly monkey-spread virus has a star-studded cast including 
Dustin Hoffman and Morgan Freeman and some amazing set pieces to boot.

6. Dawn of the Dead (1978)  
George A. Romero’s Dawn of the Dead is an iconic Horror classic which 
broadened the scope of Night of the Living Dead by showing what happens 
to a group of survivors who are barricaded inside of a shopping mall. 

5. Dawn of the Dead (2004)
The first of two controversial choices here. I shamelessly love Zack 
Snyder’s Dawn of the Dead and consider it not only his best movie but 
also one of the best remakes of all time. Both are basically tied to me.

4. 28 Days Later (2002)
Danny Boyle’s post-apocalyptic Horror nightmare reinvented the zombie 
subgenre by popularizing the now-popular fast moving zombies. The film 
is best known for its phenomenal sequences showing abandoned post-virus 
London cleverly shot digitally in brief early morning time periods. 

3. 12 Monkeys (1995)  
Not only one of the best virus outbreak movies of all time, but also one 
of the best time travel movies of all time. The film also features 
arguably the best performances ever by both Bruce Willis and Brad Pitt. 

2. Cabin Fever (2002)  
Some people may criticize Cabin Fever, but it is a cult classic that is 
one of my all time favorite Horror flicks. The flesh eating virus was 
based  on  a  real-life  infection  Eli  Roth  contracted  whilst  traveling 
abroad, with the infamous shaving scene having actually happened to him.

1. Contagion (2011)  
Steven Soderbergh’s stirring thriller has seen a resurgence as of late, 
and for good reason. The movie has a hauntingly realistic take on a 
virus  outbreak  with  stellar  performances  from  its  A-list  cast.  The 
film’s pace is spectacular, escalating tension to a riveting climax.
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This Week on TV 

Dave (FXX)  
 
Lil’  Dicky  is  one  of  the  most 
original rappers out there today, 
and his new show Dave, brings that 
same  unique  voice  to  the  small 
screen on FXX. Dave is very similar 
tonally  to  Seinfeld,  and  follows  
Lil’  Dicky,  or  Dave  Burd,  as  he 
navigates  through  his  career 
aspirations of becoming a rapper.  
It  should  be  no  surprise  the 
Seinfeld comp comes up as the show 
was  co-created  with  Burd  by  Jeff 
Schaffer,  who  wrote  for  Seinfeld 
back in the day and more recently 
created The League. Like Seinfeld, 
we  follow  Dave  and  all  of  his 
neurotic  tendencies,  his  parents 
who echo Jerry’s, and his eclectic 
group of friends. What Dave excels 
at more than a show like Seinfeld, 
however,  is  its  very  noticeable 
sense of heart. We easily empathize 
with Dave and want him to succeed 
in his ambitious career. Excellent 
writing, strong acting and some fun 
cameos make Dave a must watch.

Also New on TV 

Dispatches from Elsewhere (AMC)  
 
The  new  AMC  series  written  and 
directed  by  and  starring  Jason 
Segel,  Dispatches  from  Elsewhere, 
is a hard show to figure out. On 
one hand, the show, about a wayward 
man who stumbles upon a series of 
puzzles  set  up  by  a  mysterious 
group called The Jejune Institute, 
has a very unique tone that isn’t 
comparable  with  much  else  on 
television.  On  the  other,  it  is 
also a bit slow and sometimes hard 
to follow. That said, the series, 
based on a 2013 documentary called 
The Institute, has a real sense of 
auteurship from  Segel. It also has 
an  excellent  cast  which  includes 
Andre 3000 and Richard E. Grant.

Director Spotlight:  
Terry Gilliam     

Birth: 11/22/1940 Minneapolis, MN  
Notable Works: Monty Python and the 
Holy Grail, Time Bandits, Brazil, 
12 Monkeys, The Brothers Grimm,  
Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas, The 
Imaginarium of Doctor Parnassus, 
The Man Who Killed Don Quixote  
Fun Facts: Was J.K. Rowling’s 
original choice to direct Harry 
Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone.
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