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BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE  
A Tale of Studio Intervention, Cinematic Universes 
& Superfluous Use of the Name Martha Gone Awry 
Much like this article’s title, Batman V Superman: Dawn of Justice was 
longwinded in almost every way you could imagine. From its title, to its 
runtime, to the number of times Batman shouts “Martha” in its climax, it 
felt like much of the movie could’ve been cut to enhance the final 
picture. While the movie has a rather polarizing reputation, I actually 
contend that Batman V Superman: Dawn of Justice is secretly one of the 
best super hero movies ever, or at the very least, it could have been.

I shamelessly love this movie. As a fan of The Dark Knight Returns, from 
which director Zack Snyder and D.P. Larry Fong replicated frames in 
Batman V Superman, I argue the flick is one of the most loyal comic book 
adaptations ever. Whereas most directors adapt comic works to fit their 
own visual style, Zack Snyder, as he does in his other movies like 300 
or Watchmen, uses source material to create the specific look for a 
picture. One would think his loyalty to source material would fare well 
with the most fervent of fanboys, but, nevertheless, Batman V Superman: 
Dawn of Justice garnered mostly negative reception. So… what went wrong?

Several elements hinder Batman V Superman: Dawn of Justice from being 
great;  the  first  being  D.C.  and  Warner  Bros’  foolish  attempt  to 
replicate Marvel and Disney’s shared universe model. Be it with the 
title, or in gratuitous scenes of future Justice League members, it was 
clear DC and Warners felt behind the eight ball in creating their own 
cinematic universe. Rather than be patient, and let the DCU take its 
course in Batman V Superman, Wonderwoman and Aquaman, the studio, eager 
to make a Justice League flick, rushed said universe’s creation, and 
Batman V Superman ultimately suffered. In watching the more longwindedly 
titled Batman V Superman: Dawn of Justice: Ultimate Edition, one finds 
that in adding these frivolous scenes, pivotal plot details were cut. 

Perhaps  the  most  controversial  scene  in  the  movie  involves  Batman 
shouting  the  name  “Martha”  repeatedly  after  discovering  Clark  Kent’s 
mother shares the same name as his own. This scene, one of the most 
polarizing in movie history, can be easily fixed by removing only a few 
lines. The true meaning of this scene is that Bruce, who the entire time 
believes Superman to be but a heartless alien, discovers Clark shares 
his same humanity. This epiphanous moment is lost on us, however, due to 
an almost comical number of times in which Affleck says “Martha”. By 
simply cutting a couple lines here, the scene is instantly enhanced. 

See, Batman V Superman is a good movie! Still don’t believe me? Well, 
you’re in luck because Issue No. 9 of The Puritan Post, comes with a 
companion movie. I edited my own cut of the Batman V Superman: Dawn of 
Justice: Ultimate Edition for you to watch. You’ll notice three Justice 
League scenes, previously at 01:09:47, 01:38:59 and 01:57:46 are now 
gone, no longer disrupting the story’s flow. Also, for tonal reasons, I 
cut a few seconds off of the infamous “Martha” scene (02:07:45). The 
movie ends there. No freebies. Watch Batman V Superman: The Hank Cut 
through the link in bio or visit www.PuritanPictures.com/ThePuritanPost.
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This Week on Home Video 

UNCLE DREW (2018)  
 
I am a big Kyrie Irving fan. Kid’s 
got  handles,  dance  moves,  and 
apparently  acting  talent  too.  In 
fact,  the  entire  ensemble  of 
basketball stars in Uncle Drew from 
Shaq  to  Lisa  Leslie  all  deliver 
excellent comedic performances. The 
movie  is  a  lot  better  than  I 
expected. It has a ton of laughs, 
really fantastic basketball, and a 
surprising  amount  of  heart.  One 
thing is for certain: Uncle Drew is 
definitely the best movie ever made 
based on a  Pepsi commercial. Still 
waiting on the adaptation of their 
iconic  gladiator  ad  starring 
Beyonce and Britney Spears.

This Week on TV 

SOUTH PARK (Wed. 10pm)  
 
Wednesday saw the debut of the 22nd 
season  of  the  animated  classic 
“South Park” and after 22 seasons, 
Trey  Parker  and  Matt  Stone  prove 
that they still got it. I am not a 
huge fan of adult animated sitcoms, 
but “South Park” really is the best 
of  them  all.  This  season’s  debut 
tackles the taboo subject of school 
shootings in a way that only “South 
Park”  can  pull  off.  Without 
spoiling anything, this episode is 
really as classic as I’ve seen the 
last few seasons, with some vintage 
Cartman and Randy Marsh moments. 

Director 
Spotlight:  
Kathryn Bigelow  

Birth Date: 11/27/1951  
Birth Place: San Carlos, CA  
Notable Works: Point Break, Detroit 
Strange Days, K-19: The Widow Maker 
The Hurt Locker, Zero Dark Thirty  
Fun Facts: First woman to ever win 
the Best Director Oscar (The Hurt 
Locker) beating ex-husband, James 
Cameron, nominated for Avatar.  
-When she got her masters from 
Columbia University, her teacher 
was director Milos Foreman (One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest)
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