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An Open Letter to Dave Chappelle re: 
A STAR IS BORN (2018) 

Dear Dave,

My  name  is  Hank  Mardukas.  You  probably  don’t  know  me.  I  am  but  a 
longtime fan of your work. I have been a fan of yours since I first saw 
Half Baked in my college dormitory. As we watched you as Thurgood have a 
conversation with yourself as “Sir Smokes-a-lot”, I said to my roommate 
Seven, “That guy right there… He is going to be a star”. Sure enough, it 
was written in the stars. I am writing you today concerning a disturbing 
quote I read from you regarding your new movie A Star Is Born. I saw in 
an  interview  after  a  screening  at  The  Toronto  International  Film 
Festival a couple months back, you were quoted as saying A Star is Born 
was  the  first  “good  ass  movie”  you’ve  been  in.  I  sir,  vehemently 
disagree with your modest analysis of your underrated acting career.

In my very first issue of THE PURITAN POST, I reviewed one of my all 
time favorite movies, You’ve Got Mail. You can go read for yourself, if 
you’d like, Dave, highly recommend it. Issue No. 1 of THE PURITAN POST. 
In this issue, I talk about how your performance in that film is one of 
the main contributing factors to its success. That, along with fantastic 
performances from its two leads as well as a smart and timeless script 
by  the  late,  great  Nora  Ephron.  But  I  digress.  My  point  is,  Mr. 
Chappelle, that you shouldn’t sell yourself short in your acting career.

This isn’t a knock against A Star is Born. It’s only like the fifth 
Oscar-Baity remake of A Star is Born to come out in the last century. I 
feel  like  that’s  not  that  many.  Bradley  Cooper  is  only  mildly 
cringeworthy in it, and no, it doesn’t kill me at all that this is the 
movie getting him awards buzz after deserving Oscars for stirring and 
emotional turns in both Silver Linings Playbook and American Sniper. 
These things don’t bother me, Dave. They don’t bother me at all. 

You’ve Got Mail isn’t your only good ass movie in this writer’s opinion. 
The aforementioned Half Baked is stoner comedy gold. Your performances 
in Con Air and Robin Hood: Men in Tights are both scene stealers. Chi-
Raq isn’t Spike Lee’s best, but it’s solid, as are you in it. Finally, a 
film you wrote and starred in, Dave Chappelle’s Block Party, directed by  
Michel Gondry, I believe to be one of the best documentaries ever made. 
You see, Mr. Chappelle, your acting career is full of good ass movies. 
In  fact,  I  would  contend  that  you  almost  exclusively  make  good  ass 
movies. That is, aside from A Star is Born. Thanks for reading, Dave!

 
Sincerely, 

Hank W. Mardukas  
Editor & Chief, THE PURITAN POST

www.PuritanPictures.com  

@ThePuritanPost

This Week on Home Video 

FILMWORKER (2017)  
 
Stanley Kubrick is one of my all 
time favorite filmmakers (said any 
person who’s ever watched movies). 
However,  if  you  love  Stanley 
Kubrick, it is important that you 
see  Filmworker,  the  story  of 
Kubrick’s “assistant” for a quarter 
century, Leon Vitali. You may know 
Leon as Lord Bullington from Barry 
Lyndon,  but  Vitali  cemented  his 
legacy in film history in his work 
post  acting  career,  as  the  right 
hand  hand  man  to  one  of  the 
greatest artists of the twentieth 
century. See how Leon helped cast 
the  iconic  role  of  Danny  in  The 
Shining  or  how  he  helped  finish 
Eyes Wide Shut in this phenomenal, 
insightful documentary on Netflix.

This Week on TV 

Adam  Sandler  -  100%  Fresh 
(Netflix)  
 
Growing up as one of the few Jewish 
boys in my area of Newfoundland, I 
have a great appreciation for the 
comedic works of Adam Sandler. His 
new Netflix special “Adam Sandler - 
100% Fresh” is a testament to Mr. 
Sandler’s undying legacy and truly 
universal  comedic  charm.  This 
comedy special is unlike any other. 
Not only will it make you bust a 
gut laughing, but “100% Fresh” will 
surely tug at your heart strings as 
well. I cried. Twice. Once from an 
incredibly poignant updated version 
of The Wedding Singer’s “Grow Old 
With You” for his wife and once in 
a  beautiful  tribute  to  his  late, 
great friend, Chris Farley.

Director Spotlight:  
Cameron Crowe  

Birth: 7/13/1957  
Palm Springs, CA  
Notable Works: Say Anything, Jerry 
Maguire, Almost Famous, Singles, 
Elizabethtown, Vanilla Sky,       
We Bought a Zoo, Aloha  
Fun Fact: Almost Famous is based on 
his real life experiences as a 
young music journalist.
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