
No. 41

!

July 19th, 2019

Why Hollywood’s Use of CGI 
Has Officially Jumped the 
Shark… or rather “The Cat” 
In 1977, the hit TV show Happy Days aired an episode set in Los Angeles 
in which “The Fonz” jumps over a shark on waterskis, which ultimately 
led  to  the  phrase  “jump  the  shark”.  To  “jump  the  shark”  is  when 
something that was popular that no longer warrants the attention it once 
received  makes  an  attempt  at  publicity,  which  only  highlights  its 
irrelevance. If you’re a loyal reader of THE PURITAN POST, you’ll know 
that  I  have  my  problems  with  superfluous  CGI,  computer-generated 
imagery,  pretty  well  known  in  this  blog.  But  today  represents  a 
culminating moment in the development of visual effects. Today, Disney’s 
“live action” remake of The Lion King opens in theaters, a film which I 
was actually the very first to review back in November in Issue No. 18 
of THE PURITAN POST. Additionally, another feline-related CGI disaster 
has populated the entertainment sphere in the last 24 hours, the trailer 
for the upcoming adaptation of the popular musical, Cats, directed by 
perhaps my least favorite director, Tom Hooper (The King’s Speech/Les 
Miserables). Between the frivolous use of CGI in The Lion King and Cats, 
it is safe to say that Hollywood’s use of CGI has “jumped the cat”.

In  watching  the  trailer,  what  makes  Cats  an  even  more  horrifically 
unnecessary use of CGI than The Lion King, is that it appears that the 
movie may not have been as bad had they used practical makeup. In fact, 
when you examine the trailer, you can tell that a great deal of effort 
has  gone  into  both  the  production  design  as  well  as  the  dance 
choreography.  Not  to  mention,  Jennifer  Hudson’s  rendition  of  the 
generally painfully annoying “Memory” actually sounded pretty good. I 
even noticed that director Tom Hooper didn’t have as many frustratingly 
framed shots in the trailer with an excess of negative space. All these 
factors combined make it even more questionable as to why they went with 
the decision to make the characters entirely CGI. It truly baffles me. 
The result is a horrendously appalling assault on the eyes, and a movie 
you can already tell will go down in history as a true abomination. That 
said, I predict that it will surely garner numerous Oscar nominations.

It seems as though ever since Avatar was released in 2009, year after 
year, Hollywood tries to top Avatar in creating a new and excessive CGI 
spectacle. But as I mentioned in my review of The Lion King, CGI should 
not be the main focus of a movie, but rather a tool used by filmmakers 
to  enhance  practical  special  effects.  Even  in  Avatar,  James  Cameron 
actually used a number of practical effects, real actors and actual sets 
in the movie, and made sure the CGI world of Pandora wasn’t the entirety 
of the flick. With Cameron already working on what is now FIVE new 
Avatar films, it will be interesting to see how he implements practical 
effects and sets into the CGI world of Pandora. It will additionally be 
fascinating to see how both Hollywood and audiences respond to them. 
Will the studio system continue to try and top Cameron, who, time after 
time, proves he has a grasp on visual effects that no one else in the 
business  does?  If  the  Internet  response  to  the  Cats  trailer  is  any 
indication, audiences may be growing tired of these CGI spectacles.
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This Week on TV 

Comedians  in  Cars  Getting 
Coffee (Netflix)  
 
There isn’t a more accessible comic 
than  Jerry  Seinfeld.  Seinfeld  is 
one  of  my  all  time  favorite  TV 
shows,  and  his  Netflix  series 
Comedians and Cars Getting Coffee 
is a pleasure as well. The show is 
exactly  what  the  title  says: 
Seinfeld picking out specific cars 
he  feels  fits  a  given  comedian’s 
personality  and  going  to  get 
coffee,   and/or  food,  with  them. 
This season has a number of great 
guests including Seth Rogen, Eddie 
Murphy,  Martin  Short,  and  Jamie 
Foxx, who does a hilariously spot-
on impression of Dave Chappelle. 

This Week on Home Video 

Shazam! (2019)  
 
It’s  no  secret  that  DC  has 
struggled to compete with Marvel at 
the box office and find an identity 
and direction for the comic brand. 
Shazam!,  about  a  lonesome  foster 
kid who gets a superhero alter-ego 
from a magical wizard, is a welcome 
addition to the DC Universe. I was 
genuinely surprised with how much I 
liked this movie. I loved the tone 
and  the  characters  and  was  also 
both shocked and impressed that it 
was directed by David F. Sandberg 
of both Lights Out and Annabelle: 
Creation. The storytelling is a bit 
clunky and not all the acting is 
great, but overall Shazam! is the 
most  refreshing  superhero  movie 
I’ve seen in quite some time.

Director Spotlight:  
James Cameron  

Birth: 8/16/1954 Ontario, CA  
Notable Works: The Terminator, 
Aliens, True Lies, The Abyss, 
Terminator 2: Judgment Day,   
Ghosts of the Abyss, Aliens of the 
Deep, Titanic, Avatar  
Fun Fact: His first directing gig 
on Piranha II: The Spawning, came 
after replacing the original 
director but was then fired over 
“creative differences” in post
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