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Hank’s Top Ten Favor i te 
ROMANTIC COMEDIES of All Time  
Valentine’s  Day  has  come  and  gone,  but  that  doesn’t  mean  we  can’t 
celebrate love. I actually thought the long weekend here in America was 
to celebrate Valentine’s Day but apparently it had something to do with 
American Presidents. I digress. So, in the spirit of Valentine’s Day, 
here is the list of my top ten favorite romantic comedies of all time.
10. It Happened One Night (1934)

What would a top rom com list be if I didn’t include the OG romantic 
comedy. Capra’s It Happened One Night with Clark Gable and Claudette 
Colbert is often credited for the tropes we see in rom coms to this day.

9. Say Anything… (1989)

I would be remiss if I did not mention the movie featuring the iconic 
romantic  moment  of  John  Cusack  standing  outside  Ione  Skye’s  window 
holding a jukebox playing “In Your Eyes”, parodied to no end ever since.

8. The Wedding Singer (1998)

I had to include one of the Drew Barrymore/Adam Sandler collaborations 
and The Wedding Singer is certainly their best. Definitely snubbed for a 
best original song nod for the incredibly romantic “Grow Old with You”.

7. High Fidelity (2000)

Yet another timeless John Cusack rom com. Truly reinvented the genre 
with a story that is almost more about break ups than it is about love.

6. Jerry Maguire (1996)

Jerry Maguire almost falls into the romantic drama genre, but is light 
hearted enough to be a rom com. Also has two of the most iconic romantic 
lines of all time in “You complete me” and “You had me at hello”.

5. Notting Hill (1999)

This Richard Curtis penned script is nothing short of brilliant with an 
equally exceptional cast. Perhaps no better line in a rom com than “I’m 
also just a girl, standing in front of a boy, asking him to love her”.

4. Chasing Amy (1997)

Easily Kevin Smith’s masterwork. A flawless film that was so ahead of 
its time in its subject matters of sexuality and masculinity. Featuring 
phenomenal performances by Joey Lauren Adams, Ben Affleck and Jason Lee.

3. When Harry Met Sally… (1989)

An  incredible  movie  that  explores  the  idea  of  friendship  and  love. 
Heartfelt, honest and also hilarious. Billy Crystal’s New Year’s Eve 
speech will go down as the most romantic moments in cinema history.

2. Punch-Drunk Love (2002)

Leave it to the great Paul Thomas Anderson to reinvent the romantic 
comedy in a  way no one ever has before. Also credited for first showing 
Adam Sandler’s dramatic side that audiences have come to appreciate.

1. You’ve Got Mail (1998)

Way back in Issue No. 1 of THE PURITAN POST, I talk about my love for 
You’ve Got Mail and way it is better than Sleepless in Seattle. So go 
read my thoughts on the film there. Simply the best rom com of all time. 

HONORABLE MENTIONS: Sixteen Candles, 500 Days of Summer, Knocked Up, 
What Women Want, How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days, 10 Things I Hate About You
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This Week on TV 

High Fidelity (Hulu)  
 
I was admittedly skeptical when I 
heard that they would be remaking 
the movie High Fidelity, No. 7 on 
my Best Rom Coms of All Time list, 
as a series for Hulu. That said, I 
was refreshingly surprised by the 
new  show,  starring  Zoë Kravitz, 
whose mother, Lisa Bonet, actually 
starred  in  the  movie.  The  show 
embodies the spirit of the original 
flick all while making the modern 
cultural  updates  you’d  expect  in 
any  reboot  these  days.  I  thought 
the  characters  were  very  well 
developed, and I loved seeing the 
various parallels to the original. 
From little references in her top 
five breakup list to the hilarious 
Charise,  played  by  Da’Vine  Joy 
Randolph, blasting “Come On Eileen” 
in the shop like Jack Black’s Barry 
does with “Walking on Sunshine” in 
the original film. Additionally, I 
think  this  is  also  probably  Zoë 
Kravitz’s best acting work to date.

Also New on TV 

My Valentine (Hulu)  
 
Last  month  was  the  first  time  I 
missed reviewing an installment of 
Hulu and Blumhouse’s Into the Dark. 
Truth  be  told,  this  anthology 
series I’ve come to enjoy has lost 
a bit of quality this season. This 
year’s  Valentine’s  Day  themed 
installment pails in comparison to 
last  year’s  Down,  which  I  highly 
recommend going back and watching. 
In  this  episode,  a  pop  star’s 
artistic identity is stolen by her 
vindictive ex-boyfriend/manager and   
recycled onto his new girlfriend. 
This episode is rather convoluted, 
shallow,  not  at  all  suspenseful, 
and  pretty confusing. Hoping the 
show returns to form next month.

Director Spotlight:  
Garry Marshall     

Birth: 11/13/1934 The Bronx, NY  
Death: 7/19/2016 Los Angeles, CA  
Notable Works: The Princess Diaries 
Beaches, Runaway Bride,  
Pretty Woman, Raising Helen    
Valentine’s Day, New Year’s Eve  
Fun Facts: Brother of actress and 
director Penny Marshall, and played 
her husband in Hocus Pocus.  
- Worked with actor Hector Elizondo  
in every movie he ever made. 
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