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THE PURITAN POST'S IV Weeks of 
CHRISTMAS, Week I: Adam Sandler’s 
Eight Crazy Nights (2002) 
Just like for Halloween, THE PURITAN POST will be releasing four special 
Christmas issues entitled The Puritan Post’s IV Weeks of Christmas. For 
week one, however, we won’t be talking about Christmas much at all, but 
instead we will first be focusing on a holiday I always celebrate first, 
Chanukah. I grew up in a household that celebrated both Christmas and 
Chanukah so for me, Adam Sandler’s Eight Crazy Nights is one of my all 
time favorite movies around the holidays. Like most of Sandler’s work, 
it is an outrageous, hilarious and surprisingly poignant story. 

Eight  Crazy  Nights  focuses  on  a  man  named  Davey  Stone,  a  hatable,  
miserable alcoholic, who is sentenced to community service after yet 
another drunken debacle. At Davey’s trial an elderly youth basketball 
volunteer named Whitey intervenes and suggests that he help Davey by 
making him an assistant referee as part of his community service. Davey 
is then mentored by Whitey, both in basketball and in life, and slowly 
learns not to be so miserable and full of animosity all the time. We 
learn that years ago, when Davey was still a boy, both of his parents 
died in a tragic car accident one winter, the source of his longstanding 
antics and discontent. While many critics of Eight Crazy Nights may 
assert that this revelation doesn’t do enough to justify how terrible 
Davey can be, I contend that the tragedy is a necessary part of Davey’s 
character and the reveal is incredibly effective in the movie.

Eight Crazy Nights is filled with some excellent original music written, 
produced and performed by Sandler. Not only that, but he also produced 
the movie itself and does three of the voices in the film, including 
both of the two main characters. It is also the only flick where his 
wife, Jackie, plays his love interest. Sandler is a kind of renaissance 
man that is still highly under-appreciated in today’s society despite 
being one of the biggest pop culture icons of the last quarter century.

My  favorite  aspect  about  this  flick  is  what  makes  all  Adam  Sandler 
movies great: his uncanny ability to blend comedy and drama in a way 
that  is  so  seamless  that  audiences  typically  take  him  for  granted. 
Sandler gets criticized for the often absurd levels to which his comedic 
gags go, but the truth is that his movies are some of the most sensitive 
comedies to come out of Hollywood, and I am not ashamed to admit that 
Eight Crazy Nights is one of many Sandler films that provoke tears from 
ol’ Hank here. It is hard not to fall in love with Whitey and his sister 
and express empathy with the plight of the admittedly tough-to-like but 
incredibly deep character of Davey. Not only is the writing good, but 
the animation style is somewhat in the vain of another film I talked 
about in Issue No. 4 of THE PURITAN POST, Osmosis Jones, from a time 
when hand-drawn animation and computer-generated imagery worked together 
in perfect harmony. So tonight, after you and your loved ones light the 
menorah  on  this,  the  sixth  night  of  Chanukah,  gather  round  for  the  
severely understated holiday classic, Adam Sandler’s Eight Crazy Nights.
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This Week on Home Video 

The  Christmas  Chronicles 
(Netflix, 2018)  
 
In  what  is  the  most  surprising 
movie  of  the  year,  screen  legend 
Kurt Russell stars as a physically 
fit Santa Claus. The movie centers 
on a  precocious little girl played 
by a remarkably talented newcomer 
and  her  felon  brother  grieving 
after the loss of their firefighter 
father.  While  the  brother  turned 
his sorrows into a life of crime, 
his sister turned her grief into an 
obsession  with  Santa  Claus  and  a 
goal to catch him in the act. After 
the kids accidentally crash Santa’s 
sleigh, they must help Santa save 
Christmas in an entertaining sleigh 
ride for your whole family.  

This Week on TV 

F is For Family (Netflix)  
 
Recently  Netflix  dropped  a  third 
season  of  the  animated  sitcom 
written,  produced  and  starring 
comedian  Bill  Burr.  I  mentioned 
when discussing South Park back in 
Issue No. 9 that I don’t always dig 
adult-oriented  animated  sitcoms. 
But  what  F  is  For  Family  does 
different than others like it is a 
focus  on  character  that  is  more 
akin to a show like South Park as 
opposed to one like Family Guy. In 
F  is  For  Family,  the  family 
dynamics and characters come first.

Director 
Spotlight:  
Chris Columbus  

Birth: 9/10/1958 Pennsylvania  
Notable Works: Home Alone, Home 
Alone 2: Lost in New York, Rent, 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone, Mrs. Doubtfire, Harry Potter 
and the Chamber of Secrets, 
Stepmom, Bicentennial Man  
What’s Next?: an adaptation of the 
video game Five Nights at Freddy’s  
Fun Fact: Not the same Christopher 
Columbus who discovered America
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