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Movie Review: OSMOSIS JONES (2001) and The 
Death of the Animated-Live Action Hybrid Movie 
The  late  80’s  and  early  90’s  were  the  golden  age  of  two  cinematic 
treasures  I  cherish  most:  VHS  tapes  and  movies  featuring  both  live 
action scenes as well as animated ones. For brevity’s sake we will call 
these Animated-Live Action Hybrids. The trend first found its footing 
with some of the unforgettably racist old flicks that Disney doesn’t 
want you to remember like “The Three Caballeros” and “The Song of the 
South”. Disney advanced the technology in movies they much prefer you to 
remember like “Mary Poppins” and “Pete’s Dragon”. However, it wasn’t 
until the 80’s and 90’s that the genre really peaked with such classics 
like “Who Framed Roger Rabbit” and “Space Jam”. But perhaps, of the many 
fantastic Animated-Live Action Hybrids out there, the one that stands 
out to me as the best use of the medium is a lesser known flick from 
2001 called “Osmosis Jones” directed by the Farrelly Brothers. I contend 
that “Osmosis Jones” was the last great Animated-Live Action Hybrid, a 
genre that has long since died and been relegated to CGI “Smurf” movies 
that you didn’t know were coming out until you see them at the theater.

“Osmosis  Jones”  is  a  criminally  underrated  movie  about  a  filthy 
zookeeper  named  Frank  played  by  the  legendary  Bill  Murray,  star  of 
another   classic  Animated-Live  Action  Hybrid,  “Space  Jam”.  Using 
animation  we  see  the  inner  workings  of  Frank’s  disgusting  body, 
operating like a city, aptly called “Frank”, complete with a corrupt 
mayor,  organ  buildings  and  cell  townspeople  with  a  variety  of 
brilliantly clever jobs. One such cell is the titular Osmosis Jones 
voiced by Chris Rock, a white blood cell police officer who has a bad 
record on the force due to an incident involving some bad oysters. Jones 
teams up with a Cold Pill named Drix, voiced by Frasier’s brother, to 
battle a sinister “red virus”, Thrax, bent on destroying Frank’s body. 

The movie is so incredibly clever and well written. The world building 
is  as  good  as  any  movie  out  there  and  the  animation  style  is  that 
perfect middle ground where computers simply enhanced previously hand 
drawn animation, but didn’t take over completely. “Osmosis Jones” tanked 
critically and  at the box office, but is a perfect example of why those 
two things shouldn’t be a barometer for whether or not a movie is good. 
“Osmosis Jones” is a wildly original movie with an important subject 
matter and a surprising amount of heart. Perhaps the most brilliant 
aspect  of  “Osmosis  Jones”  is  that  unlike  most  Animated—Live  Action 
Hybrids, “Jones” reserves the blending of the two mediums until the 
climax of the film, keeping the animated world inside the body and the 
live action one on the outside separate for majority of the movie.

I don’t know much about basketball, other than that it was created by a  
Canadian (you’re welcome, America), but I do know that Lebron James 
recently switched teams from Cleveland to Los Angeles (mainly because my 
boss  won’t  shut  up  about  it).  All  I  hope  for  in  Lebron’s  move  to 
Hollywood is that for the first time in over a decade, the world may 
finally be graced with another good Animated-Live Action Hybrid Movie in 
the form of “Space Jam 2”. No 3D animation either, I want a hand drawn 
Bugs Bunny or no dice. If “Space Jam 2” fails, at least we will always 
have “Osmosis Jones”, the last great Animated-Live Action Hybrid Movie.

www.PuritanPictures.com  

@ThePuritanPost

This Week on Home Video 

ACTION POINT (2018)  
 
I  love  Johnny  Knoxville.  Dude’s 
always been one of the most genuine 
people  in  Hollywood.  And  his 
continued willingness to risk life 
and limb for our amusement at age 
47 shows a dedication to his craft 
unmatched  by  most.  He’s  also  an 
underrated actor. “The Ringer” is a 
very misunderstood movie in which 
he  delivers  a  rather  nuanced 
performance. The same can be said 
for  “Action  Point”,  a  movie  with 
lots of heart, likable characters 
and  all  the  fantastic  stunt  work 
that’s  cemented  Knoxville’s  brand 
for the better part of the century. 
All  seamlessly  integrated  into  a 
simple yet effective narrative.

This Week on TV 

LODGE 49 (AMC, Monday 9pm/8ct)

AMC  is  three  episodes  into  its 
newest show, “Lodge 49”, a tale of 
Dud, a misanthropic poor man’s Jeff 
Lebowski, who stumbles upon a ring 
of a strange, alchemical fraternity 
called  “The  Lynx”.  Dud  navigates 
his way through the lodge with the 
help a “luminous knight”, all while 
dealing with the tragedy of losing 
his  father  alongside  his  twin 
sister. While it meanders at first, 
“Lodge  49”  has  strong  character 
development and a fantastic tone to 
boot. It’s also reminiscent of fond 
memories of my father regaling me 
with tales of his time with   
The Loyal Order of Moose. 

Director Spotlight: 
Tony Scott 

Born: 6/21/1944, England  
Died: 8/19/2012  
Notable Works: Top Gun, 
Days of Thunder,  
The Last Boy Scout,  
True Romance, Domino, 
Man on Fire, Unstoppable  
Fun Fact: Brother of director 
Ridley Scott; founded production 
company “Scott Free” together  
 
R.I.P. Tony Scott (6/21/44-8/19/12)
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