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The Top Ten ALIEN-Related Movies 
Today dozens of alien-infatuated people from the internet descend upon 
Area 51 after a Facebook joke gone viral turns into reality. While they 
certainly will not get into the top secret facility, I thought, what 
better time to count down the top ten Alien-related movies of all time. 

No. 10: Signs (2002)

M.  Night  Shyamalan,  coming  off  the  acclaim  of  The  Sixth  Sense  and 
Unbreakable, saw his biggest opening weekend ever with Signs. A story 
about both the signs left by extra-terrestrial beings and signs from 
spiritual powers, the ending admittedly leaves something to be desired.

No. 9: Super 8 (2011)

J.J. Abrams’ 80’s throwback flick is also his best movie. With a stellar 
cast and special effects, the film’s emotional resonance is my favorite 
aspect. I just wish the alien wasn’t so similar to that of Cloverfield.

No. 8: Starman (1984)

Certainly the most romantic film on this list. Starman is one of three 
John Carpenter flicks ranked. This underrated gem starring Karen Allen 
as  a  heartbroken  widow,  and  Jeff  Bridges  as  an  alien  who  disguises 
itself as her late husband, is definitely worth watching if you haven’t.

No. 7: E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial (1982)

A quintessential alien picture and definitely my favorite of Spielberg’s 
alien-centric films, and also one of his most personal. As time goes by, 
however, the movie does feel a bit more dated, but it’s still a classic. 

No. 6: Independence Day (1996)

A movie which also made my list of most American movies ever back in 
Issue No. 41, it’s particularly fitting today as it features a sequence 
set in Area 51. With a powerhouse cast of Jeff Goldblum, Will Smith, and 
Bill Pullman, it’s not surprising how iconic this movie has become.

No. 5: Men in Black (1997)

M.I.B. was Barry Sonnenfeld’s best directorial success after being the 
longtime D.P. of the Coen Bros. It remains a timeless blockbuster to 
this day, with amazing chemistry between Will Smith and Tommy Lee Jones 
and special effects that actually hold up better than its sequels.

No. 4: The Thing (1982)

Another Carpenter flick, but much more disturbing. The Thing has the 
greatest ambiguous ending of all time, leaving it open ended as to who 
the shape-shifting alien truly is. Also arguably the best remake ever.

No. 3: Alien (1979)

Many would likely rank Alien first, and for good reason. Ridley Scott’s 
seminal film was not only a landmark Sci-Fi picture, but also reinvented 
the Horror genre. The chest burst scene is an all-time cinematic moment.

No. 2: Aliens (1986)
Many  might  consider  putting  Aliens  above  Alien  blasphemy,  but  I 
absolutely love James Cameron’s fresh take on the series. Cameron broke 
new ground in not only changing genres, from Alien’s Horror to Action, 
but by also adding a level of heart that wasn’t found in the first film.

No. 1: They Live (1988)

The third and final John Carpenter film on the list is my favorite alien 
motion picture for its haunting realism. They Live paints a stark world 
where aliens are already living among us, in human form, influencing our 
day-to-day lives with disguised propaganda. And perhaps They really are…
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This Week on TV 

American  Horror  Story:  1984 
(Wednesdays, 10PM FX)  
 
American Horror Story is back with 
an installment I have been waiting 
for since the show’s inception: a 
Slasher movie themed season. 1984, 
as it is called, is a great tribute 
to  the  classic  slashers  of  the 
’80’s. This is definitely one of my 
favorite seasons so far, capturing 
the  tone  and  aesthetic  of  the 
movies it is referencing perfectly. 
If I had one knock, it would be 
that  the  male  characters  are 
significantly more one-dimensional 
than the show’s very well-written 
female  characters.  This,  however, 
is pretty true to 80’s slashers.

Also This Week on TV 

Into The Dark: Pure (Hulu)  
 
Another month, another installment 
of Hulu and Blumhouse’s anthology 
Horror series Into The Dark. This 
movie,  Pure,  starring  NOS4A2’s  
Jahkara Smith, follows a group of 
girls  on  a  church  purity  retreat 
with  their  dads  who  resurrect  a 
demon believed to have been wrongly 
persecuted in a secret ritual. The 
themes  in  Pure  are  interesting, 
albeit very heavy handed. Overall, 
despite some good performances, I 
would say this is one of my least 
favorite installments of the show.

Director Spotlight:  
Steven Spielberg   

Birth: 12/18/1946 Cincinnati, OH  
Notable Works: Duel, Jaws, Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind, 
Raiders of the Lost Ark, E.T. the 
Extra-Terrestrial, Indiana Jones 
and the Temple of Doom, Indiana 
Jones and the Last Crusade, Hook,   
The Color Purple, Jurassic Park, 
Amistad, Schindler’s List, The Lost 
World: Jurassic Park, Saving 
Private Ryan, A.I. Artificial 
Intelligence, Minority Report, 
Catch Me if You Can, The Terminal, 
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of 
the Crystal Skull, Munich, Lincoln  
Fun Fact: Made a bet with best 
friend George Lucas of whether 
Close Encounters or Star Wars would 
make more money, arguing in favor 
of Star Wars, and won a 2.5% stake 
in the movie ($40 mil. over time).
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