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Comparing and Contrasting 
The Movies LEAP YEAR (2010) 
and…  LEAP YEAR (2010)  
Yes, you read that correctly. Many people are familiar with the 2010 
film Leap Year starring Amy Adams. What most people don’t know, however, 
is that there was another movie made in 2010 also called Leap Year. That 
makes sense, seeing as 2010 must’ve been a “leap year”, right? Well, in 
actuality, it wasn’t. The closest leap years to each movie’s release 
were 2008 and 2012; which begs the question, why were two movies called 
Leap Year both released in a year that wasn’t actually a leap year? So 
in honor of today being a “leap day” in this, an actual leap year, I 
will compare and contrast these two movies, both titled Leap Year, and 
both coincidentally released in 2010, which, again, was not a leap year.  

The Amy Adams-led Leap Year is a pretty standard romantic comedy about a 
young  woman  named  Anna  who  has  become  frustrated  her  longtime 
cardiologist boyfriend, Jeremy, hasn’t proposed to her yet. Anna travels 
to Ireland where Jeremy is traveling from work where she meets a surly 
Irish bar owner/innkeeper named Declan. She enlists the help of Declan 
to get her to Dublin where Jeremy is. As one might expect with a rom com 
such as this, the two end up not only getting along, but also fall in 
love along the way, and, naturally, things don’t work out with Jeremy. 
Leap Year was met with pretty deserved critical disdain, and did very 
poorly at the box office (32 mil.) relative to its budget (19 mil.).  

Mexican-Australian  writer  and  director  Michael  Rowe’s  Leap  Year, 
originally  titled  Año  Bisiesto,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  stirring 
independent drama about a young Mexican woman named Laura, played by 
Babel’s Mónica Del Carmen, whose life primarily consists of one sexual 
fling after another. She then meets the inscrutable Arturo, and the two 
enter  into  a  violent,  passionate  sexual  relationship.  As  the  movie 
progresses we see how their relationship escalates and evolves. Contrary 
to  the  other  Leap  Year,  this  Leap  Year  did  very  well  at  various 
prestigious  film  festivals  such  as  Cannes,  Melbourne,  and  TIFF,  and 
received a great deal of critical acclaim. Like the other, inferior Leap 
Year, however, it did not pull in much in the way of box office returns.

The first major way in which these two movies are similar is that I had 
not seen either of them before writing this article. The other primary 
reason these two flicks are similar is that they are both set during a 
leap year and/or on a leap day. Other than that, there isn’t really a 
whole lot these movies have in common. One is a rather gripping portrait 
of a young Mexican woman and her violent sexual relationship with her 
lover.  The  other,  a  hokey,  rather  cliched  romantic  comedy  about  a 
spoiled upper class white lady who falls for another man whilst trying 
to propose to her boyfriend. I guess in that way, both movies deal with 
a  woman  who  is  in  some  form  of  a  toxic  relationship,  albeit  very 
different types of one. So while they couldn’t be more polar opposite 
tonally, perhaps these two seemingly different films have a bit more in 
common, than I, or anyone else, ever would have thought they did.
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This Week on TV 

McMillion$ (HBO)  
 
I am late to reviewing what is one 
of the best shows/documentaries on 
television right now, McMillions.  
Produced by Mark Wahlberg, this six 
part docuseries chronicles how 24 
million dollars was stolen from the 
McDonalds  Monopoly  game  and  the 
FBI’s hunt to catch the  enigmatic 
mastermind behind it, Uncle Jerry. 
The  show  is  currently  4  episodes 
in, and each episode leaves you on 
a gripping cliffhanger to keep you 
wanting next week to come sooner. 
There are so many great characters 
in this saga such as the hilarious 
FBI agent Doug Mathews, and enough 
twists to always keep you guessing. 
Just  when  you  think  this  story 
can’t get any crazier,  it does. I 
highly  recommend  catching  up  on 
this phenomenal documentary series 
before it concludes in the next two 
weeks.  After  which,  Wahlberg’s 
fellow Bostonians Ben Affleck and 
Matt Damon will develop it into a 
narrative feature, which hopefully 
ought to be equally tremendous.

Also New on TV 

Better Call Saul (AMC)  
 
The Bob Odenkirk-led Breaking Bad 
spinoff  Better  Call  Saul  is  back 
with  its  fifth  season  on  AMC. 
Similarly to the other seasons of 
Better  Call  Saul,  there  are  many 
moments of brilliance on this show 
that  almost  equal  that  of  its 
groundbreaking  predecessor.  The 
opening black and white sequence is 
particularly fantastic. But as with 
the other seasons, parts involving 
the  characters  from  Breaking  Bad 
like  Mike  or  the  titular  Saul 
Goodman are always compelling, but 
the  plot  lines  involving  new 
characters  are  usually  far  less 
interesting. This season does have 
the  fascinating  aspect  of  seeing 
Jimmy’s full transition into Saul 
Goodman  and  just  how  he  acquired 
his dubious list of clientele. 

Director Spotlight:  
Ryan Coogler     

Birth: 11/13/1934 The Bronx, NY  
Notable Works: Fruitvale Station, 
Creed, Black Panther  
Fun Facts: Before directing, he 
worked as a security guard and also 
worked with imprisoned youth at  
San Francisco’s Juvenile Hall. 
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