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RANKING All the 2020 OSCAR 
Nominees for BEST PICTURE 
I have finally seen all nine Oscar nominees for Best Picture. So before 
The Oscars and our 2nd Annual Hanks, it seemed apropos to rank them.

9. The Irishman (Directed by Martin Scorsese)

I went into The Irishman with high expectations. As a massive Scorsese 
fan, I wanted to love this Goodfellas reunion. But, as I said in Issue 
No. 55, this movie is slow, over-acted and fraught with superfluous de-
aging effects that take you out of what may be Scorsese’s worst movie.

8. Little Women (Directed by Greta Gerwig)

From a technical standpoint, Little Women is a solid movie. It is well 
directed, well acted, and well shot on film, which I appreciated in an 
era of digitally shot period pieces. But that can’t save it from being 
incredibly dull, which is somewhat expected with this kind of movie.

7. 1917 (Directed by Sam Mendes)

Speaking of slow period pieces and movies that disappointed me, 1917 
fits both of those bills. I love all of Sam Mendes’ movies, but can’t 
say that this WWI drama shot in the vein of Birdman did anything for me.

6. Ford V Ferrari (Directed by James Mangold)

Ford V Ferrari is about half of a good movie. While it gets off to a 
plodding start, it ultimately builds to a very entertaining second half 
with some pulse pounding car racing scenes and textbook performances.

5. Parasite (Directed by Bong Joon Ho)

The gap between the previous four films and these next five is rather 
wide. Parasite is a movie with a lot of hype, and while it doesn’t quite 
live up to it, it is still an excellent, highly original movie, with a 
terrific supporting cast deservedly rewarded with a SAG ensemble award.

4. Jojo Rabbit (Directed by Taika Waititi)

Jojo Rabbit, a heartfelt tale about a Nazi youth, was perhaps the movie 
that surprised me most this year. The movie has a sharp script with 
great characters, wonderful performances, and is fabulously directed by 
Taika Waititi who is cementing himself as a great auteur of this era. 

3. Joker (Directed by Todd Phillips)

In a world where every Marvel movie feels the same, it was refreshing to 
see a movie like Joker. Obviously led by Joaquin Phoenix’s sure to be 
Oscar winning performance, I appreciated Joker most for using the comic 
book movie genre to deliver an important commentary on mental health.

2. Marriage Story (Directed by Noah Baumbach)

In Issue No. 58, I discussed how much I loved this honest, heartfelt and 
bittersweet reflection on a disintegrating marriage from Noah Baumbach. 
Not only some of the best acting of the year, but also of the decade.

1. Once Upon a Time… in Hollywood (Directed by Quentin Tarantino)

This  movie  is  vintage  Tarantino.  Featuring  his  most  sure-handed 
direction, it’s a richly layered day in the life flick that crosses 
several genres (the Manson sequences left me craving a Tarantino Horror 
for his final film). Not to mention his most character driven, personal 
and sentimental work yet. I also called the ending back in Issue No. 23.
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This Week on Home Video 

Jay & Silent Bob Reboot (2019)  
 
Kevin Smith is one of my all time 
favorite  filmmakers.  Clerks  and 
Chasing  Amy,  amongst  his  other 
films, were major reasons I wanted 
to get into the movie business. Now 
Kevin  Smith  is  returning  to  the 
characters of the View Askewniverse 
for the first time since Clerks 2 
with Jay and Silent Bob Reboot. The 
movie  delivers  exactly  what  I 
expected  in  a  hilarious  stoner 
comedy that doubles as an extended 
inside  joke  for  any  Kevin  Smith 
fan. What wasn’t expected, however, 
was the amount of genuine heart the 
movie had.  Smith has crafted his 
most sentimental work in years here 
with a story that, past its obvious 
sophomoric  humor, is deep down a 
story about fatherhood, which aptly 
features the children of the real 
life Jay and Silent Bob themselves.

Also New on Home Video 

The Lighthouse (2019)  
 
Robert  Eggers’  follow  up  to  the 
2016 Horror hit, The Witch, is one 
of  the  strangest  movies  you  will 
ever see, and also one of the best 
movies of the year. The movie is 
perhaps  the  most  engrossing  and 
truly period accurate piece since 
Barry Lyndon, with dialogue that is 
extraordinary  well  researched  and 
inspired by the likes of Hemingway. 
The Lynchian flick features iconic 
performances by both Willem Dafoe, 
robbed of an Oscar nod this year, 
and  Robert  Pattinson,  who  is 
perhaps the greatest rising star of 
the  era,  constantly  challenging 
himself  in  his  work.  The  film’s 
best trait, however is its stunning 
black  and  white  cinematography, 
done in a 1.19:1 aspect ratio and 
filmed  using  vintage  Bausch  and 
Lomb Baltar lenses from the 1930’s, 
with one lens dating back to 1912.

Director Spotlight:  
Taika Waititi     

Birth: 8/16/1975 Wellington, NZ  
Notable Works: Eagle vs Shark,  
What We Do in the Shadows, Boy,  
Thor: Ragnarok, Jojo Rabbit,    
Hunt for the Wilderpeople  
Fun Fact: His wife, Chelsea 
Winstanley, has produced several of 
his films including Jojo Rabbit and 
What We Do in the Shadows.
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