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Movie Review: HEREDITARY (2018)? I Thought This 
Was LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE (2006)! 
For my second review at The Puritan Post, I really wasn’t sure what to 
write about. However, the other evening, when walking down the street 
with my wife Prudence after a lovely dinner at Arby’s, we ran into Ace, 
my local VHS bootlegger and dealer (everyone has one).  
 
“Seen the one with Toni Collette and her crazy family?” Ace asked me.  
  
“I don’t think so,” I replied, thinking in my head that Ace must have 
been referring to the Toni Collette movie I’ve been hearing about the 
last couple years, “Little Miss Sunshine”, that I’d still yet to see.

Prudence and I purchased the movie from Ace and went home. We settled 
down with our Snow Caps and popped in the VHS. This is my minute-by-
minute analysis of the movie I thought to be “Little Miss Sunshine”:  
[WARNING: Spoilers for the movie HEREDITARY (2018) follow]

10 min:  
So far pretty much what I expected. Dysfunctional family with a moody 
son, introverted little girl and Toni Colette as the mom. However, I 
thought Greg Kinnear from my beloved “You’ve Got Mail” was the dad, but 
instead it’s the main dude from “The Usual Suspects”, Gabriel Byrne.  
 
13 min:  
The little girl just snapped a bird’s neck off. Not sure what this has 
to do with beauty pageants. The movie is a lot darker than I expected. 
Still no sign of Allen Arkin. Heard he won an Oscar for this flick.

34 min:  
There is finally a car, but instead of a road trip, only the brother and 
sister drive. To a teen party with drinking and pot. The sister starts 
going into anaphylactic shock because she accidentally eats nuts, and on 
the  way  to  the  hospital  sticks  her  head  out  the  window  and  gets 
decapitated. I don’t think this movie is “Little Miss Sunshine” at all. 

Well,  I  looked  it  up.  This  movie  is  definitely  not  “Little  Miss 
Sunshine”.  It  is  a  film  from  2018  called  “Hereditary”.  I  finished 
“Hereditary”, and let me tell you, that is one messed up movie. 

I eventually found a copy of “Little Miss Sunshine”, and watched that 
movie as well. What a delightful film that was. I actually intend to 
write a full movie review about “Little Miss Sunshine” in the future.

As far as Hereditary goes, while not really my cup of tea, I do see the 
inherent cinematic merit of the flick. It is a horror movie that serves 
up plenty of disturbing imagery but also backs it up with character 
development. I had a few issues with plot contrivances like the fact 
that this brother would bring his kid sister to a party in the first 
place and that the mom would make him do so. Also, any kid with that 
severe of a nut allergy shouldn’t leave the house without an epipen.

Sufficed to say I got a bone to pick with Ace the next time I see him.
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This Week in Home Video 

Breaking In (2018)  
 
Shaun  (Gabrielle  Union)  is  just 
trying to take her kids on a nice 
vacation to her father’s high tech 
vacation home (aren’t we all) when 
robbers come to steal a bunch of 
money.  What’s  great  about  this 
flick is how it reverses the Home 
Invasion genre. Whereas a typical 
heroine must try and defend herself 
from  inside  a  house,  Shaun  must 
break in the high security home in 
order to save her children who’ve 
been  taken  hostage.  What  is   a 
fresh  concept  stumbles  into  your 
typical thriller, but well worth a 
rental to see Gabrielle Union kick 
ass and wear a Canadian Tuxedo (Not 
at the same time unfortunately).

This Week on TV 

Better Call Saul  
(AMC, Monday 9pm/8ct)  
 
AMC dropped a new season of “Better 
Call  Saul”  last  night.  Like  the 
first three seasons of the series, 
the  fourth  season  opener  has 
moments  of  sheer  brilliance  (an 
opening  scene  as  well  written  as 
anything  on  “Breaking  Bad”). 
However,  also  like  the  first  few 
seasons,  there  are  moments  that 
don’t quite find their footing as 
well  as  Saul’s  AMC  predecessor. 
That being said, “Better Call Saul” 
is still better than most stuff on 
TV. If you watched “Breaking Bad” 
and haven’t seen it by now, do so.

Director Spotlight:  
F. Gary Gray  

Birth Date: 7/17/69  
Birth Place: New York, 
raised in Los Angeles  
Notable Works: Friday, 
Set It Off, The Italian 
Job, Law Abiding Citizen, Straight 
Outta Compton, Fast 8  
Whats Next: Reboot of MEN IN BLACK  
Fun Facts: - First African American 
director to gross $1 Billion  
- Directorial debut was Ice Cube’s 
“It was  a Good Day” video  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