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The Top Five Film ADAPTATIONS 
Last week, in Issue No. 37, I wrote an article all about original movies 
and their potential struggles at the box office. This week I have two 
new TV series I am reviewing based on novels. And with Game of Thrones 
recently proving just how difficult writing screen adaptations can be 
(particularly when you don’t have new source material), I thought what 
better time to count down the top five movie adaptations of all time. 

No. 5: The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers written by Peter Jackson  
based on The Two Towers by J.R.R. Tolkien

I actually am not that big of a fan of The Lord of the Rings trilogy. As 
Randal in Clerks 2 so eloquently stated, the series often feels like 
“three movies of people walking to a volcano”. That said, the second 
installment, The Two Towers is without a doubt a remarkable adaptation, 
primarily for the absolutely stunning combat sequence of Helm’s Deep, 
which to this day, remains one of the best battles ever put on screen.  

NO. 4: FIGHT CLUB written by Jim Uhls  
based on Fight Club by Chuck Palahniuk

Fight Club was an incredibly difficult novel to adapt, but screenwriter 
Jim Uhls nailed the task, and in doing so, made changes that ended up 
benefiting the film adaptation. With the help of director David Fincher, 
Uhls perfectly captures the novel’s stream of consciousness narration.

No. 3: A CLOCKWORK ORANGE written by Stanley Kubrick  
based on A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess 

Similarly to Fight Club, Stanley Kubrick faced a near-impossible task in 
adapting A Clockwork Orange, as the unique voice and colorful language, 
which is actually its own argot, called Nasdat, proved to be an immense 
challenge. Kubrick, however, flawlessly executed the use of Nasdat and 
somehow made the often confusing dialogue make sense to all audiences.

No. 2: To Kill a Mockingbird written by Horton Foote  
based on To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

Perhaps the most faithful adaptation listed, To Kill A Mockingbird is a 
film that still resonates with audiences today. Gregory Peck delivers a 
phenomenal performance, and won the Academy Award for Best Actor for his 
role as Atticus Finch. Screenwriter Horton Foote also won an Oscar for 
his script, but did not attend, however, as he suspected he would lose.

No. 1: ADAPTATION written by Charlie (and Donald) Kaufman  
based on The Orchid Thief by Susan Orlean

Adaptation is number one here for good reason. No film adaptation has 
ever brought such an original interpretation of its source material. 
Charlie  Kaufman,  who  “co-wrote”  the  screenplay  with  his  fictional 
brother Donald, writes one of the best movies about writing ever made. 
What starts out as a book about orchids, gets turned into a look inside 
the mind of Kaufman himself as well as a brilliant satire of Hollywood 
conventions, all the while still capturing the book’s thematic nature.

www.PuritanPictures.com  

@ThePuritanPost

This Week on TV 

NOS4A2 (Sunday, 10 pm, AMC)  
 
Joe Hill, whose name, is actually 
Joseph Hillstrom King, son of famed 
Horror author Stephen King, and it 
shows in the new series based on 
Hill’s  novel  NOS4A2.  There  are  a 
number  of  clever  references  to 
King’s  work  throughout,  but  Hill 
builds a Horror world all his own 
in this creative and original work 
adapted for TV by Jami O’Brien. The 
show  is  partially  about  a  girl 
named Vic McQueen, one of the best 
character names ever, who possesses 
a psychic ability to find things, 
and also about an occult specialist 
attempting to find a missing boy,  
abducted by the evil Charlie Manx, 
played by Zachary Quinto, in what 
is the performance of his career.

Also This Week on TV 

GOOD OMENS (Amazon Prime)  
 
I remember reading Terry Pratchett 
and Neil Gaiman’s Good Omens back 
in  Grade  11  and  was  anticipating 
the release of the new series based 
on  the  novel  now  available  on 
Amazon Prime. While I still believe 
the  book  may  have  been  slightly 
better  suited  for  the  big  screen 
than  TV,  I  have  really  enjoyed 
Amazon Prime’s Good Omens so far. 
With  a  fantastic  cast,  and  some 
really sharp writing, Good Omens is 
definitely one of the best things 
on television at the moment. There 
is a dearth of good movies and TV 
about the spiritual realm, and Good 
Omens handles the often polarizing 
subject matter with great aplomb. 

Director Spotlight:  
Spike Jonze  

Birth: 10/22/1969 Rockville, MD  
Notable Works: Adaptation,  
Being John Malkovich, Her,  
Where the Wild Things Are  
Fun Facts: Grew up with and helped 
create Jackass with Jeff Tremaine  
- Was married to director Sophia 
Coppola, and the Giovanni Ribisi’s 
character in Lost in Translation is 
said to be loosely inspired by him  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