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Is DAVE the Best FIRST SEASON 
in TV History? If Not.. Who Else? 
After a month long hiatus, THE PURITAN POST is back! Like many people in 
America, my wife Prudence and I have been binge watching many a TV show 
during our quarantine. One of the best of which has been FX’s Dave, 
(Issue No. 64), a show chronicling the career of rapper Lil Dicky, or 
Dave Burd. The first season came to a close Wednesday, with a phenomenal 
finale closing off a inaugural season that I’d argue is among the best 
in television history. The finale and season as a whole were both so 
tremendous that it got me wondering what other first TV seasons compare. 
All too often, first seasons of TV shows are typically their worst. 
Shows struggle to establish a tone right away and usually don’t hold up. 
That’s why I’m so impressed with Dave’s debut. So, in our first All TV 
Issue since No. 17, here’s five contenders for the best first TV season.

5. American Horror Story (2011)

AHS’s first season Murder House stands out on this list in terms of how 
far superior it is to the show’s subsequent seasons. The first season’s 
stunning ability to blend drama, comedy, and genuine fears into a unique 
subversion of the Horror genre was unparalleled on TV for the time. 

4. The O.C. (2003)

As mentioned before, some shows struggle to establish tone early on. 
This couldn’t be further from the truth for Josh Schwartz and his work 
on the first season of The O.C. Right away, we are totally consumed in 
the world. The perfect blend of soapy drama and witty banter combined 
with an incredible soundtrack made this first season an instant classic. 

3. Stranger Things (2016)

While not my favorite season of Stranger Things, which I think would be 
the most recent third season, it’s hard to deny the fact that the series 
is one of the most influential programs of the last decade. The show put 
streaming platforms on the map in terms of original content, and the 
first season in particular is amazingly well-paced and executed.

2. Fargo (2014)

The first season of Fargo is really a television masterpiece, with Billy 
Bob Thornton’s performance being one of the best in TV history. With the 
tall  task  of  adapting  one  of  the  greatest  movies  ever  made,  Fargo 
executes this seemingly impossible feat to perfection. I look forward to 
Fargo’s fourth season return this summer with a cast led by Chris Rock. 

1. Freaks and Geeks (1999)

If any show could give Dave a run for its money, it would have to be the 
Paul Feig created and Judd Apatow produced Freaks and Geeks, a series 
whose first season was so good, it never needed a second. While it was 
tragically canceled, for perhaps being too ahead of its time with its 
subject matter, Freaks and Geeks lives on to this day thanks to its 
highly re-watchable episodes and its then unknown and now A-List cast.

After thinking it over, I would still put Dave’s first season up there 
with most if not all of the shows listed. I think Freaks and Geeks may 
be in a league of its own with its sheer level of perfection it executed 
in a time where television wasn’t taken nearly as seriously. That said, 
Dave is still truly remarkable TV, and I can’t recommend it enough.
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NEW on TV 

The Last Dance (Sunday 9pm, ESPN)

We don’t realize how vital sports 
are in our daily life until they 
are stripped away from us entirely. 
With  the  coronavirus  pandemic 
eliminating majority of pro sports 
from  existence,  fans  have  found 
solace in the new documentary from 
ESPN titled The Last Dance, which 
chronicles the swan song season for 
the  transcendent  Chicago  Bulls 
dynasty of the 1990s.  While I was 
perhaps  slightly  disappointed  by 
the  first  couple  episodes,  I 
thought  that  episodes  3  and  4 
definitely lived up to the hype as 
some  of  the  best  sports  related 
documentary  filmmaking  I’ve  ever 
seen. Already the most-watched doc 
in ESPN’s history, The Last Dance 
gives us an in depth look at one of 
sports’ greatest teams, the likes 
of which we may never see again.

Also NEW on TV 

Bad Education (HBO)  
 
This  past  weekend,  HBO  debuted  a 
new original movie, Bad Education. 
Directed by Cory Finley, who gained 
acclaim  for  his  debut  feature 
Thoroughbreds (2017), Bad Education 
follows the beloved superintendent 
of  a  Long  Island  school  district 
(Hugh  Jackman)  and  his  coworker 
(Allison Janney) who after years of 
quietly taking thousands of dollars 
from their schools find themselves 
at the center of one of the biggest 
embezzlement  scandals  in  history. 
I’m unsure if the new Academy rules 
extend  to  HBO  films  but  Jackman 
gives an Oscar worthy performance 
as  Frank  Tassone  in  the  film, 
brilliantly  playing  against  type 
and doing some of his most subtle 
work of his career. The movie, a 
fascinating  story  and  character 
study, is deftly directed by Finley 
with great use of flat space and 
has a wonderfully specific tone.

Showrunner Spotlight:  
Vince Gilligan       

Birth: 2/10/67 Richmond, VA  
Notable Works: The Lone Gunman, 
Hancock, Breaking Bad, Battle Creek 
Better Call Saul, El Camino  
Fun Facts: Attended the prestigious 
Interlochen Academy of the Arts.  
- Grew up making Super 8 Sci-Fi 
films with his brother Patrick. 
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