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MOVIE REVIEW: GREMLINS (1984) 
This isn’t a normal movie review. In fact, this movie review is more an 
insight into the mind of a five-year-old Hank Mardukas. You see, my dear 
mother Cynthia sent me a box of my old childhood schoolwork this past 
weekend, and I stumbled upon this gem from Grade Primary. This is the 
very first movie review I ever wrote, in crayon, from age five, of  the 
film “Gremlins”, a then new release, for my teacher Mrs. Mankiewicz. As 
you can see by Ms. M’s “Super!” remark and my gold star, I nailed it.
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This Week on Home Video 

OCEAN’S EIGHT (2018)  
 
Sandra  Bullock  stars  as  Debbie 
Ocean, sister of the now deceased 
Danny  (George  Clooney).  Together 
with  six  female  cohorts  and  a 
hilariously  snobby  actress  played 
by Anne Hathaway in what may be her 
best  performance  to  date,  Ocean 
plans  to  steal  a  $150  million 
Cartier diamond necklace from the 
Met  Gala.  The  rest  of  the  cast 
kills  it  as  well,  particularly 
Rihanna as the team’s hacker. While 
I wish they connected this movie to 
the  other  “Oceans”  more,  it  is 
really a great movie. The direction 
here  is  a  slight  step  down  from 
Soderbergh’s work, but the film’s 
solid script and excellent ensemble 
make  this  return  to  the  Ocean’s 
Universe well worth watching.

This Week on TV 

KIDDING  
(Showtime, Sundays 10pm)

Canadian  legend  Jim  Carrey  makes 
his return to TV whilst reuniting 
with  director  Michel  Gondry 
(“Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 
Mind”). “Kidding” chronicles a kids 
TV  star  emotionally  recovering 
after the tragic loss of his young 
son. The show has its moments, but 
overall  “Kidding”  is  a  slow, 
cloyingly sad, and  unfortunately 
underwhelming  reunion  for 
Carrey and Gondry. 

Director Spotlight:  
Eli Roth 

Born: 4/18/1972; Boston, MA  
Notable Works: Cabin Fever, 
Hostel, Hostel Pt. II, Knock Knock, 
The Green Inferno, Death Wish  
What’s Next: The House With a Clock 
In Its Walls (2018)  
Fun Facts: Directed movie-within-a-
movie “Nation’s Pride” in Quentin 
Tarantino’s “Inglorious Bastards”  
- Won a Student Oscar for his NYU 
thesis film “Restaurant Dogs”  
- Got the idea for “Cabin Fever” 
after contracting a real flesh 
eating disease in Iceland.  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