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On the Dearth of Good VIDEO GAME 
MOVIES & Ranking the TOP FIVE 
It has been a slow month here at THE PURITAN POST. Like many citizens 
during this quarantine, old Hank has found moments of solace in a long 
lost  love  of  mine,  video  games.  And  in  my  time  playing  some  of  my 
favorite NES classics from the 80’s, it got me wondering, why are there 
not more good video game movies? Over the years, many film adaptations 
of popular video games have been made, but they are generally critically 
panned and commercial failures at the box office. A recent poll from The 
Hollywood Reporter found that less than 50 percent of movie goers want 
any new video game adaptations, and of the twenty games in the poll, 
Super Mario Bros. topped the list at 45 percent. That hasn’t stopped 
studios from green lighting video game projects. Netflix found a hit 
with their Witcher series, and with the recent success Paramount had 
with the Sonic the Hedgehog movie, perhaps the tides are now turning. 
With that said, what are some of the best video game movies of all time?

5. Warcraft (2016)

Despite struggling at the domestic box office, Warcraft, directed by son 
of David Bowie, Duncan Jones, did very well over seas and was positively 
received by the game’s fanbase. While the effects are sometimes clunky, 
the ornate sets and costumes help build a faithful, detailed universe.

4. Silent Hill (2006)

Critically panned at its time of release, I contend that Silent Hill 
actually  holds  up  quite  well,  and  is  a  loyal,  stylistic  video  game 
adaptation as well as above average Horror flick. The movie’s basic plot 
is much aided by its eerily atmospheric and unsettling visual aesthetic. 

3. Lara Croft: Tomb Raider (2001)

Still one of Angelina Jolie’s most iconic roles and one of the best 
video game adaptations around, the original Tomb Raider has a decent 
enough story and enough great action sequences to stay interested. That 
and a strong supporting cast featuring Daniel Craig and Jorah Mormont. 

2. Mortal Kombat (1995)

Mortal Kombat figured out the formula of how to make a good video game 
movie long before anyone else, and to this day has hardly been topped. 
The movie excels at developing its world, and perhaps better than any 
film listed, perfectly casts and portrays the game’s classic characters.

1.Detective Pikachu (2019)

I am just as surprised as you are to see this at number one on the list. 
I remember seeing a trailer for Detective Pikachu and having no real 
interest. That was until I caught it on HBO one day during my time stuck 
at  home,  and  ended  up  really  enjoying  the  movie.  It  has  surprising 
heart, solid humor, and a twist that not only makes the movie, but is 
actually one of the better twist endings in any movie of recent memory.

There is no way to tell is video game movies will have future success on 
the horizon. I think studios could look at how Warner Bros. executed 
Detective Pikachu as a model of staying true to source material whilst 
implementing creative story elements. Ultimately, that is how video game 
movies can be successful, if amidst all the glitz and glamour of their 
worlds, filmmakers emphasize a good story that resonates with a fanbase.
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NEW on TV 

Mythic Quest: Quarantine (Apple TV+)

I realized that when Always Sunny 
creator Rob McElhenney’s new series 
Mythic  Quest:  Ravens  Banquet 
premiered back in February on Apple 
TV+, I totally neglected to review 
it. So today, with their release of 
a  special  “Quarantine”  episode, 
consider  this  a  two  part  review. 
Much like with Sunny, Mythic Quest 
has a very specific tone that may 
take  some  getting  used  to  with 
characters that aren’t always the 
most likable but ones we learn to 
love.  The  new  episode  released 
today, told through Zoom meetings 
and FaceTime calls, is a fantastic 
introductory episode to the series 
if  you  haven’t  seen  it  yet,  and 
really embodies its specific tone. 
I  have  to  say,  this  Quarantine 
episode is not only the best of the 
series so far, but it is also one 
of  the  best  episodes  of  TV  I’ve 
ever  seen.  Like  the  show  as  a 
whole, it is heartfelt, clever and 
often hysterical. The ingenuity of 
the writing and storytelling during 
these  complicated  times  was  so 
refreshing to see, and I wish other 
shows and studios would take notes.

NEW on HOME VIDEO 

Arkansas (2020)

Actor  Clark  Duke  (Hot  Tub  Time 
Machine,  The  Office)  debuted  his 
first  feature,  about  a  pair  of 
rural drug dealers working for the 
enigmatic Frog (Vince Vaughn). The 
movie  is  a  dry,  meandering  crime 
film  in  the  vain  of  early  Coen 
Bros. flicks like Raising Arizona. 
While  slow  at  times,  the  movie 
develops some strong characters and 
has a tone that is unlike anything 
I have seen in a while. Balancing 
such  a  tone  is  a  difficult  task 
that  Duke  ends  up  managing  quite 
well for a first time writer and 
director. I’m excited to see what 
sort of project he tackles next.

Director Spotlight:  
Paul W.S. Anderson      

Birth: 3/4/65 Newcastle, England  
Notable Works: Shopping, Soldier, 
Mortal Combat, Event Horizon, 
Resident Evil, Alien vs. Predator, 
Death Race, Resident Evil: Afterlife
Resident Evil: The Final Chapter  
Fun Fact: Married to star of his 
Resident Evil films Milla Jovovich.
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