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THE PURITAN POST'S IV Weeks of 
C H R I S T M A S , W e e k I I :            
BLACK CHRISTMAS (1974) and 
BLACK CHRISTMAS (2006) 
Many of my favorite Christmas movies aren’t the typical heartwarming 
family flicks, but rather the many films in the Horror and Thriller 
genre that use the setting of Christmas as a brilliant backdrop for 
darker thematic material. Two of the all time best Christmas themed 
Horror films are both the original Black Christmas (1974) and its 2006 
remake  also  titled  Black  Christmas.  Unlike  majority  of  the  Horror 
remakes to come out of the early to mid 2000’s, the 2006 Black Christmas 
is a movie that isn’t actually a remake at all, but more of a disguised 
sequel which actually enhances the mythology of the original movie. Both 
movies are not only two of the best holiday Horror flicks of all time, 
but they both also deserve a place in the overall pantheon of Horror.

The original Black Christmas was arguably the first modern slasher movie 
to start many of the now iconic tropes of the genre. Many of the slasher 
elements first credited to Carpenter and Halloween (1978) are actually 
from Black Christmas including but not limited to the POV perspective of 
the killer amongst others. The film’s director, Bob Clark, is known for  
directing another one of the greatest Christmas movies of all time,     
A Christmas Story, and did a fantastic job in directing Black Christmas. 
The movie was not only ahead of its time from a Horror perspective, but 
also in its approach of using Horror as a medium to send more implicit 
messages. The movie is actually a nuanced look at a woman dealing with 
wanting to get an abortion in the era of Roe V Wade. In telling his 
story, however, Clerk did not have enough time to build a very detailed 
backstory for the film’s enigmatic killer, Billy. This is where the 2006 
Black Christmas came in, and did what most remakes could not think of.

Writer and director Glenn Morgan and producer/director James Wong, the 
duo  behind  the  iconic  Horror  franchise,  The  Final  Destination,  were 
tapped to remake Black Christmas. Morgan, a huge fan of the original, 
wanted to do something different: and rather than create a traditional 
remake, he instead wrote a sequel with a similar general concept of 
sorority  girls  attacked  by  the  killer,  Billy,  one  Christmas  night. 
Without spoiling too much, Morgan does a fantastic job in creating a 
twisted and sinisterly creative backstory to Billy, which was approved 
by  original  writer  and  director  Bob  Clark.  Unfortunately  the  movie 
suffered due to a great deal of on-set intervention by producer Harvey 
Weinstein. Apparently thanks to Weinstein, many of the cliches that were 
staples of the 2000’s remakes of classic horror flicks found their way 
into the loyal adaptation of the source material Morgan had envisioned. 
Despite  its  flaws,  the  2006  version  of  Black  Christmas,  is  still  a 
tremendously stylistic and entertaining Horror flick that both deepens 
the mythology and embodies the spirit of the 1974 Black Christmas whilst 
working wonderfully alongside the original to form one cohesive story.
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This Week on Home Video 

Venom (2018)  
 
Sony’s origin story to the classic 
Spiderman villain, Venom, released 
earlier  this  year  to  less  than 
favorable reviews. I told myself I 
wouldn’t  judge  the  movie  until  I 
saw it myself. Having now seen it, 
I frankly don’t understand much of 
the criticism. I think Venom is one 
of the better superhero flicks of 
the  last  five  years.  Tom  Hardy 
finally  does  Eddie  Brock  justice 
after the character was butchered 
by Eric Foreman. Michelle Williams 
is also quite good. The movie was 
probably  the  closest  thing  I’ve 
seen to a comic book Horror movie. 
That  said,  it  probably  should’ve 
been R rated to do Venom properly.

This Week on TV 

Into the Dark: Pooka (Hulu)  
 
Hulu’s anthology series done with 
Blumhouse Into the Dark is not only 
the  first  TV  show  I’ve  reviewed 
twice, but is now the first I’ve 
reviewed thrice. The first chapter, 
The  Body,  set  on  Halloween,  was 
sadly a bit of a dud. The second, 
Thanksgiving-themed  film,  which  I 
discussed  in  Issue  No.  17,  Flesh 
and Blood, was a huge step up. The 
third,  the  Christmas  set,  Pooka, 
about a desperate actor who takes a 
job as a mascot for a cryptic new 
Christmas toy, with a naughty and 
nice side, may be the best one yet. 

Director Spotlight: 
Justin Lin 

Birth: 10/11/1973 
Taipei, Taiwan  
Notable Works: Shopping for Fangs, 
The Fast and the Furious: Tokyo 
Drift, Fast & Furious,  Fast Five, 
Fast & Furious 6,  Annapolis,   
Star Trek: Beyond  
What’s Next?: Fast & Furious 9  
Fun Fact: Formed Bullitt, a branded 
entertainment production company 
alongside the Russo Brothers
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