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THE PURITAN POST'S IV Weeks of CHRISTMAS, 
Week III: Why DIE HARD (1988) 
is Definitely a Christmas Movie 
In his Comedy Central Roast this past summer, screen legend and Die Hard 
star Bruce Willis emphatically closed off his monologue by telling the 
audience, “Die Hard is NOT a Christmas movie!”. This coming just weeks 
after Die Hard screenwriter Steven E. de Souza confirmed on Twitter that 
Die Hard is indeed a Christmas movie. I personally don’t understand what 
the debate is about as Die Hard is and always will be a Christmas movie. 
In Issue No. 21 of THE PURITAN POST I will end the debate once and for 
all and tell you definitively why Die Hard is a Christmas movie.

In order to first begin to decode whether or not Die Hard is a Christmas 
movie, we must first establish the qualifications as to what makes a 
film a “Christmas movie”. Some lesser-educated folks will tell you that 
release date is an important qualification. Well they’re wrong. Release 
date has no place in deciding whether or not a movie is a “Christmas 
movie”.  In  fact,  several  classic  Christmas  movies  like  the  original 
Miracle  on  34th  Street,  released  in  June,  didn’t  come  out  near 
Christmas. Not to mention I saw The Wolf of Wall Street with Prudence 
and my in-laws one Christmas, and that is DEFINITELY NOT a Christmas 
movie. So what exactly are the qualifications for a Christmas movie? 
Probably the most obvious requirement is setting. Every Christmas movie, 
must at least have part of the movie set at or around Christmas time. 
While I don’t particularly agree, even films set at Thanksgiving time 
seem to qualify for Christmas movies, as many consider the John Hughes 
classic Planes, Trains and Automobiles to fit the Christmas movie mold.

Perhaps the most important qualification is theme. Every Christmas movie 
shares similar themes including but not limited to: Family, Greed and 
Redemption.  Often times, these movies use the apt setting of Christmas 
time to illustrate said themes. Nothing brings out the best and worst of 
family,  greed  and  redemption  quite  like  the  holidays,  am  I  right? 
Christmas  is  a  rather  perfect  backdrop  to  have  a  character  make 
mistakes, let greed get the best of them, or perhaps redeem their soul. 
Die Hard illustrates all of these themes perfectly. The protagonist, 
John McClane is a simple New York cop in the midst of a rough patch with 
his wife Holly. Holly takes a job in California, which puts a strain on 
her marriage with John. John takes a trip out to California to patch 
things up with Holly and spend Christmas with his family. However, a 
group of terrorists, consumed by greed, will stop at nothing to uncover 
the fortune hidden in Nakatomi Plaza. John must stop the terrorists and 
find redemption to be reunited with Holly and his family for Christmas.

I hate to break it to you Bruce Willis, as I am sure you are reading 
this and care, but Die Hard is definitely a Christmas movie. Not only is 
the  movie  set  at  Christmas  time,  but  it  meets  all  of  the  thematic 
qualifications  of  every  other  Christmas  movie.  I  really  don’t  even 
understand how this debate started. I mean, John’s wife’s name is HOLLY 
for crying out loud. A little on the shiny red nose there, right?
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This Week on Home Video 

Bad  Times  at  the  El  Royale 
(2018)  
 
Writer  and  Director  Drew  Goddard 
(Cabin in the Woods), one of the 
few  great  original  minds  left  in 
Hollywood  today,  makes  his  long 
awaited  return  to  feature  films 
with Bad Times at the El Royale, a 
Tarantino-esque  story  about  a 
mysterious group of criminals and 
ne’er-do=wells at a shady motel in 
Lake Tahoe in the 1960’s. With a 
fantastic cast with everyone from 
Jeff Bridges to John Hamm and Thor 
to  Ron  Swanson,  this  flick  is  a 
freshly  original  movie  that  is 
reminiscent of the kind of original 
cinematic stories of the 90’s.

This Week on TV 

Bird Box (Netflix)  
 
Today is the premier date for a new 
Netflix original movie called Bird 
Box  starring  Sandra  Bullock  as  a 
woman amidst the apocalypse trying 
to  protect  two  children  from  an 
entity that takes the form of your 
worst fears. Bullock is outstanding 
leading  one  of  the  most  stellar, 
unique supporting casts ever put on 
screen  including  John  Malkovich, 
Lil  Rel  and  Machine  Gun  Kelly. 
Sharply  directed  with  a  great 
script, this is probably the best 
original  movie  Netflix  has  ever 
made. I highly recommend Bird Box.

Director Spotlight:  
Penny Marshall 

Birth: 10/15/1943  
Death: 12/17/2018  
Notable Works: Big, A 
League of Their Own, 
Riding in Cars with Boys  
Awakenings, Renaissance Man  
Fun Fact: Her brother, Gary 
Marshall, also a film director, did 
movies like The Princess Diaries, 
Pretty Woman and Runaway Bride  
 
R.I.P. Penny Marshall (1945-2018)
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